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National courts cannot issue a national 
certificate of succession in cross-border 
inheritance cases 

 

 

The Court of Justice of the European Union ruled a judgment in 
case C-20/17 (Oberle) on 21 June 2018 on the interpretation 

of article 4 of the European Succession Regulation. 
 

Adrien Oberle was a French citizen and resided in France at 
the time of his death. His heirs requested German courts to 
issue a German certificate of succession for the German 

assets. The Court ruled that the courts of a Member State do 
not have the jurisdiction to issue a national certificate of 

succession, in the context of a succession with cross-border 
implications, if the deceased does not have his residual 

residence in that state. One can therefore not address the 
courts of the state where assets are located to issue a national 
certificate of succession.  

 

Conclusion 

National certificates of succession are no longer possible where 
the Member State concerned has no jurisdiction under the 

Regulation. In merely domestic cases, the national certificate 
of succession can still be used.  

 
The judgment’s full text can be viewed on the CJEU website.  
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A top legal practice in Belgium, Laga is a full service business law firm, highly recommended by the 

most authoritative legal guides. Laga comprises approximately 140 qualified lawyers, based in 
Brussels (Zaventem and Woluwé), Antwerp, Ghent and Kortrijk. Laga offers expert advice in the 

fields of banking & finance, commercial, corporate/M&A, employment, IT/IP, public/administrative, 

insolvency and reorganisations, real estate, tax law, tax and legal services for high-net-worth 

families and individuals (Greenille by Laga), and litigation. Where appropriate to ensure a seamless 

and comprehensive high-quality service, Laga lawyers work closely with financial, assurance and 

advisory, tax and consulting specialists, and with select EU and US law firms. 

 

Laga provides thorough and practical solutions tailored to the needs of clients ranging from 

multinational companies, national large and medium-sized enterprises, financial institutions, and 

private clients to government bodies. 
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